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Dear Guests,

Welcome to the 2018 Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart. We are 

excited to feature six fabulous houses from 9 am to 3 pm.

Many thanks to the six Darien families who have graciously opened their 

homes today. Without them, there would be no tour! We also thank the 

many volunteers who have worked hard to make this event possible and 

who are staffing our homes today. Finally, we thank our generous sponsors 

who are listed in this program. With their help, we will raise significant funds 

for local non-profit organizations.

We are pleased to present Pacific House as our lead beneficiary for 2018, 

specifically their new group home facility for young adults in Norwalk.  

More about this project on page 9.  

The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart is presented by The First 

Congregational Church of Darien. Each year, the Church grants over 

$100,000 to more than 20 local charities serving the disadvantaged, youth 

and elderly. We hope you enjoy the tour!

Heather Raker

2018 Chair, The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart
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schedule of events

8:30 am   Check-in 

  The First Congregational Church of Darien

  14 Brookside Road, Darien

9 am to 3 pm  House Tour 

  Six fabulous homes

Noon to 2 pm  Lunch

  Country Club of Darien

  300 Mansfield Avenue

  Separate ticket required for lunch

  Club attire - no blue jeans please!

2 pm to 4 pm  The Mather Homestead tour

  19 Stephen Mather Road

  Separate ticket required

A New Road Ahead.

Laurel Road Bank is a Connecticut banking corporation offering products in all 50 
U.S. states, Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico. Darien Rowayton Bank/Laurel Road 
Bank is an Equal Housing Lender, Member FDIC. NMLS ID # 402942.

Darien Rowayton Bank is now Laurel Road Bank.

Our new name re	ects a mission to reward our customers' 

determination with premium, personalized �nancial solutions. 

We remain committed to delivering the same high level of 

service. Welcome to Laurel Road. Ambition Banks Here. 

DARIEN
1001 Post Road

Darien, CT 06820
203.656.3500

ROWAYTON
138 Rowayton Ave.

Rowayton, CT 06853
203.669.4100

SOUTHPORT
3695 Post Road

Southport, CT 06890
203.842.8900

laurelroad.com
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the first congregational church of darien

The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart is presented by The First 

Congregational Church of Darien.   

The First Congregational Church of Darien was founded in 1737 and has 

a rich history of ministry and fellowship.  As a Congregational Church, the 

Church is governed by its members.  The Church is a close spiritual family, 

but always open to new friends.  Please join us on Sundays for worship 

at 8:30 or 10:00 am, September through June, and at 9:00 am during 

the summer.  Services are led by Senior Minister Dale Rosenberger and 

Associate Minister Gary Morello. 

Each year, the Church grants over $100,000 to over 20 charitable 

organizations serving the disadvantaged, our youth and elderly through 

the outreach budget.  Funding sources include 10% of pledges as well 

as proceeds from our annual fundraising event: The Darien House Tour:  

Homes with Heart.  

The Board of Christian Outreach Mission: The First Congregational Church 

of Darien’s Board of Christian 

Outreach puts faith into action by 

addressing the needs of others.  

Our first priority is helping those 

who lack the most immediate 

basic necessities, whether locally, 

nationally or internationally.  We 

promote permanent and systemic 

improvements in people’s lives by 

contributing both financially and 

physically to hands-up programs. 

heathergaudio�neart.com

66 Elm Street New Canaan, CT 06840 203.801.9590

Exhibitions   Advisory   Installation Services
      Private and Corporate Collections
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our beneficiaries

The Darien House Tour: Homes with Heart supports over 20 charitable orga-

nizations within the Darien area serving the disadvantaged, our youth and

elderly.  

We are pleased to present Pacific House as our lead beneficiary for 2018. 

Pacific House is the only regional men’s shelter in lower Fairfield County 

serving the four-town area of Stamford, Darien, Greenwich and New 

Canaan. Located at 597 Pacific Street in Stamford, the shelter has been 

providing overnight emergency beds and two meals-per-day for men 

and young adults for 35 years.  Pacific House also operates a drop-in day 

program that provides case management services for men and women.  

 

The Darien House Tour:  Homes With Heart will specifically support Pacific 

House’s new initiative to address a growing problem – homelessness 

among young adults (ages 18-24).  In an effort to best respond to the 

needs of these young adults Pacific House is building a new group home 

facility for young adults in Norwalk.

Other beneficiaries include:

ABC House

At Home in Darien

Building One Community

Carver Foundation of Norwalk

Child Guidance Center of Southern 

  Connecticut

Connecticut Institute for Refugees 

  and Immigrants

Domestic Violence Crisis Center

Elderhouse

Family Centers

Feed My Starving Children

Habitat for Humanity of Coastal 

  Fairfield County

INSPIRICA 

Laurel House 

Liberation Programs

Neighbors in Need

New Covenant House

Open Door Shelter (lead beneficiary of 2017)

Person-to-Person (lead beneficiary of 2015)

The Center for Sexual Assault Crisis 

  and Education

STAR

The Thriving Youth Initiative of The 

   Community Fund of Darien (lead 

   beneficiary of 2016)

Member FDIC  |  Equal Housing Lender

mybankwell.com 

Coming Spring 2018 to 1065 Post Road in Darien!

BANKWELL
 IS PROUD TO BE 

RIDING THE WAVE 
INTO DARIEN.
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thank you to our sponsors!

platinum
Ring’s End, Inc. ringsend.com

John Perse Los Angeles jamesperse.com

CTC&G, media cottages-gardens.com 

Nicole Casey, graphics casey-design.com

Jane Beiles, photographer janebeiles.com

gold
Albano Appliance albanoappliance.com

Amanda Martocchio Architecture amandamartocchio.com

Bankwell mybankwell.com

Brooks & Falotico brooksandfalotico.com 

Heather Gaudio Fine Art heathergaudiofineart.com

Mark P. Finlay Interiors markfinlayinteriors.com

Newport Academy newportacademy.com

Rinfret ltd. rinfretltd.com

William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty williampitt.com

silver
Creative Planning thinkingbeyond.com

Laurel Road Bank laurelroad.com

Tallman Building tallmanbuilding.com

Vicente-Burin Architects vbarchitect.com

bronze
Fox Hill Builders foxhillbuilders.com

Julie Nightingale Design julienightengaledesign.com 

Rand Insurance randinsurance.com

Stirling Mills Interiors stirlingmills.com

In kind donations
Flowers & Flowers by Adam Manjuck flowersandflowers.net
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thank you to our committee!

chair:
Heather Raker 

house acquisitions:
Lauren Ryder | Victoria Trepp | Molly Watkins

graphic design:
Nicole Casey

program:
Sandy Coots | Karen Brennan

operations:
Annette Madden-Kline | Mandy Teare

lunch and lunch decor: 
Susan Wilson | Michael Chiodo 

committee members:
Elmerina Brooks | Mary Ann Freeman |  Wendy Mulligan | Cathy Schulz | 

Janet Soskin  | Penny Wilson

and many thanks to those of you who are taking the
time today to staff our beautiful homes! 

#1 Wealth 
Management Firm
in America

Our fierce commitment to independence means you get unbiased advice, 
not sales. No hidden fees, commissions or proprietary funds to cloud 
our vision or create conflicts of interest. We are singularly focused on 
providing advice and solutions that champion your best interests.

3400 College Blvd. Leawood, KS 66211 
direct: 913.338.2727 
cpi@thinkingbeyond.com  

thinkingbeyond.com

CP_magAd_june2016_revised.indd   1 7/12/16   3:54 PM

(2015)

For additional disclosure on rankings, please visit: http://thinkingbeyond.com/important-disclosure-information
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design

we ponder

amaze!

innovate

designing for tomorrow today...

Casey-design.com

please note …

A few important rules:

• ABSOLUTELY NO PHOTOGRAPHY IN HOMES.  Guests who take photographs

   will be asked to leave.

• The Tour will be held rain or shine.

• Six tour houses will be open between the hours of 9 am and 3 pm. 

• Shoes must be removed while touring homes and booties will be provided.  

• Children under 15 years of age and pets are not allowed.  

• Certain items may not be brought onto the premises, including food, 

   beverages, smoking materials, cameras, recording devices, measuring

   devices of any kind and bundles or containers.  

• Ticket holders may not sketch, measure, photograph or pace out 

   concepts or locations on the Tour.  

Ticket holders who do not act in accordance with these rules will be asked 

to leave and must do so immediately.  

Ticket holders assume all risks and dangers incidental to the Tour for which 

ticket is issued including but not limited to injuries as a result of falling while 

walking to and from the homes or inside the homes on the Tour.  Any ticket 

holders found trespassing on properties adjacent to homes featured on 

the Tour will be subject to legal and criminal liability.  Police will be on hand 

throughout the Tour.  

Ticket holder voluntarily agrees that the owners of the homes on the Tour 

and The First Congregational Church of Darien are expressly released by 

the holder from any and all claims of negligence.  Ticket holder agrees 

to defend and indemnify homeowners and The First Congregational 

Church of Darien from any and all liability which occurs as a result of ticket 

holder’s negligence. 

Your program serves as your ticket and must be shown at each house for 

entrance.  Program will not be replaced if lost, stolen or destroyed.
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eclectic mediterranean

High on a hill overlooking Gorham’s Pond sits this spectacular 

Mediterranean villa, designed in an Italian style that is indicative of its 1925 

roots, with its exterior stucco that is bejeweled in an early color palette 

evocative of an Italian hillside. Clearly this is not your typical Fairfield 

County home. The architect (who also designed the Wee Burn Country 

Club clubhouse) wanted the home to stand out from the rest. 

The villa has gone through many 

iterations since then but it certainly 

still stands out today with many of 

its original features. The interior has 

undergone a complete facelift 

to bring it up to 21st century 

standards, yet its design pays 

tribute to its unique historical 

essence.  

The current owners fell in love with 

this house when they first moved 

to the neighborhood and 10 years 

later they ultimately bought the 

property in 2011. After a few years 

of living in and getting to know 

the home, they embarked on 

a restoration and addition with 

Paulo Vicente of Vicente-Burin 

Architects and Tallman Building 

Company, turning the 4,800 square 

foot home into a 9,000 square foot 

showpiece. 

The homeowners sought to 

transform the home into a modern 

space for fun with family and 

friends, while preserving the history 

within. Together, they and Paulo 

Vicente worked to keep, highlight 
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home were meticulously balanced 

with a carefully curated collection  

of newly found treasures. The project 

was most certainly a labor of love 

as the owners personally picked out 

just about every item in the home—

combing the globe for light fixtures, 

artwork, found objects and more. 

Wandering through the home, one 

finds treasures abound—accessories 

brought back from Kruger National 

Park in South Africa, antique light 

fixtures from Morocco and accents 

from Italy —pay attention to the 

details!  

Viewers would be remiss not 

to notice the fabulous artwork 

throughout the home. In the living 

room is Matt Story’s swimming lady, 

local artist Kerry Rosenthal’s contemporary art, a giant TASCHEN book with 

Annie Liebovitz’s most iconic photographs, Stephen Wilkes “Day to Night: 

Serengeti National Park” —a powerful piece that references the family’s 

trips to Africa, and the amazing “One World Painting.” This piece was 

created outside at the Broken Arrow Cave at Amangiri, Utah by German 

artist Ulrike Arnold using the stones and earth found there to create 

paint on canvas. The homeowners were drawn to the piece’s symbolism:  

awareness and peaceful communications with all continents. In the 

library, a Damien Hirst piece complements the LED sculpture and in the 

master bedroom, a diamond dusted screen-print by hyper-realist Carole 

Feuerman, known for her lifelike portrayal of swimmers, dons the wall. 

The front entryway features one of their latest finds, a fabulous “butterfly 

walk sculpture.” Their collection is diverse, personal and most certainly 

spectacular.  

This house is too old to not be “eclectic,” says the homeowner. While 

the home showcases her distinct style and her knack for finding unique 

treasures, she also enlisted help of Cindy Rinfret of Rinfret, Ltd Interior 

Design to help create comfortable spaces. Together, they created a 

modern home that feels warm and inviting and is certainly the backdrop 

southport, ct     203.254.3055     TALLMANBUILDING.COM| |
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Tallman2018.pdf   1   5/1/18   1:06 PM

and duplicate the key elements of the home.   Nineteen doors, including 

the fabulous original front door featuring eight distinct shields were saved 

and reused, wrought iron railings were duplicated, light fixtures were 

recreated, fireplace mantles were restored or replicated. Even the old 

garage doors were recycled into wall art in the new family room.  

The dining room is just one example of architect Paulo Vicente’s attention 

to historical detail. The focal point in the ample dining room belongs to 

the ornate fireplace, 

recreated from the 

original. The walls were 

hand-painted using 

limestone dust to create 

the effect of limestone 

blocks without the heavy 

feel, giving the room 

texture and seamlessly 

blending the fireplace 

and architecture. 

The older elements of the 
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for a lot of fun.  

This family of six puts their money 

where their mouths are when it 

comes to fun—the goal for the 

design was not only to have the 

home function for a large family 

lifestyle but to make it a fabulous 

setting for entertaining. Even the 

library is a place for fun with not only 

a fabulous sound system, but a LED 

pulsing light sculpture, a branch-like 

brass and glass ceiling fixture, high 

lacquer walls and colorful mid-

century modern furniture.  

There’s a bedroom/study beyond 

where it’s said “Hollywood’s Latin 

Lover” Rudolph Valentino, the 1920’s 

silent screen star enjoyed his coffee 

and relaxed during the height of his 

career.

 

The transition from the dining room to 

the fabulous bar room and kitchen is 

where the 2011 addition begins. The 

original kitchen was half this size. Now 

there’s a grand oak island sporting 

a marble slab right in the center 

that is large enough to function for 

everything from entertaining to school projects. The kitchen took 18 

months to design and was inspired by Chicago designer Mic Dejulio’s 

wall of stainless elements. It boasts an eclectic mix of stainless, white, 

pewter and brass fixtures and pulls. Appliances from Albano Appliance 

in Pound Ridge include a fabulous pizza oven by Wood Stone—a hit 

with the kids! Off of the kitchen, a fabulous and spacious family room is 

new, but with all of the elements of the old blends seamlessly into the 

home.  Paulo Vicente’s attention to detail cannot be understated.  

 Upstairs is the chic and unconventional media room, which can 

double as a space for sleepovers. Rather than traditional theater 

Internationally Awarded 

Full-Service Interior Design 

 

Featured Designer at the Darien House Tour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

39 Lewis Street, Greenwich, CT  |  203-622-0000  |  www.rinfretltd.com 

 

 



2322

recliners, custom stadium seating was installed with oversized cushions and 

pull out trundle beds.

 

The fabulous master bedroom boasts one highlight after another—from 

the beamed unpainted ceiling and hand-blocked turquoise and metallic 

wall covering to the arched doors leading to the balcony overlooking 

the water. The bathtub makes a statement as it is framed by a bank of 

windows and a stunning glassed in shower in this spacious and airy master 

bath.

 

There are four more family 

bedrooms upstairs. The most 

playful is the daughter’s with her 

own entrance and a hidden door 

to the bathroom.  The recreation 

room and gym in the basement 

round out the home and give 

even more space for fun. Take 

note of the electric blue bar on 

wheels and the disco ball and 

lights!  

Outside is also designed for fun. 

The living room spills out into a cozy 

sunroom and French doors leading 

to the courtyard with loggia—a 

place for summertime entertaining. 

The back terrace includes a 130-

year old antique well from Verona, 

Italy and a mix of lawn panels 

and brick inlays to soften the 

space. Complete with pool, there’s 

plenty of space here for lounging, 

entertaining and eating around 

the built-in fireplace.

 

To quote Shakespeare, “Whoever 

loved that loved not at first sight?” 

This Mediterranean villa is the 

love of its current family. They 
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waited ten years to acquire it, spent 

over a year away from it while major 

renovations took place and now, enjoy 

the masterpiece it is today. 

Photos by Robert Grant (exterior), Tim 

Williams and Neil Landino (interior).

BenLarrabee 
Fine Art Portrait Photography

Make some of your art 
about your family

benlarrabee.com
studio@benlarrabee.com
203.656.3807
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award winning makeover 

New life has been breathed into this century-old home on the waters 

of Darien. Two summer cottages were originally built in this idyllic spot 

100 years ago, for sisters of a prominent NYC family, as an escape from 

the heat of the city. Over the years, the two cottages where made into 

one and subsequent remodel “bandaids” to winterize and modernize 

created a disjointed conundrum. Despite the many design flaws, the 

current homeowners were sold on the view of “Pound Gut,” an inlet of 

Scott’s Cove. They saw the potential and enlisted Amanda Martocchio 

Architecture to bring the house back to life with contemporary detail, 

modern luxury and no-fuss 

maintenance.  

 

The architects generated a master 

plan for the entire home, including 

a full exterior and energy focused 

upgrade with new windows, 

insulation and siding. The new interior 

layout was reconfigured to give 

an easy flow and keep the home 

open and fresh.  And, although the 

owners opted to implement half of 

the interior renovations in this phase 

one, phase two work was designed 

so that the new window locations 

would make sense. The interior 

design, shared by Amanda and 

Gary Cruz Studio, is one of neutral, 

calm textures that let artwork add 

the color.

  

The front door was moved to a 

more visible spot creating space 

for a foyer with unique circular 

ottoman and a rug made with 

hemp. Although you may not want 

to, the rug is there to wipe your feet! 

A wall of windows replaced the 

old front door and now overlooks 

the new staircase that replaced an old rickety circular one. An oak and 

glass bannister graces the 2-story stairwell  allowing more light to stream 

in and bounce off the stunning glass bubble chandelier, custom designed 

by Amanda. At the top of the stairs hangs a huge peaceful photograph of 

drifting clouds by Michael Eastman that the homeowners obtained from 

Heather Gaudio Fine Art. Another unique piece of art hangs by the front 

door. On closer examination of this blue painting, you’ll see the artist burned 

holes with a magnifying glass to 

achieve a dot pattern.

 

Some of the found space in 

the foyer was used for a much-

needed front hall closet and a 

powder room. The powder room 

used to be in a most inconvenient 

location…under the circular stairs.

 

One charge given to Amanda by 

the homeowners was to use every 

inch of living space. Although 

the living room is still a work in 

progress with plans to update the 

fireplace, moldings and floor, this 

bright room with fabulous water 

views unconventionally flows into 

a recreational room with pool 

table, a great spot for parents and 

grown children to congregate. 

 

The very modern design leaves 

room for personal historical pieces, 

such as the large wood chest the 

homeowner brought back from 

Hong Kong. This c. 1700 piece from 

mainland China has found a new 

home in the living room. 

 

Plans for the office off of the living 
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room are to increase the room’s privacy by introducing French doors with 

glass to match the exterior doors. It will be designed in such a way that it 

can be opened up when entertaining and used as the bar area. For daily 

use, a vintage mid-century desk and leather “Taper” chair from Designs 

within Reach are situated in the space to allow for daydreaming with 

views of the water when desk-work is much less interesting!

 

The kitchen was moved to the heart of the home.  The open plan 

incorporates the kitchen, family room, eat-in area and around the corner 

a mudroom full of surprises. Rustic beams from Canada and French doors 

to the patio tie these areas together. The original fireplace in the family 

room was given a more interesting 

feel and texture by applying 

Venetian plaster across the whole 

wall and adding a metal shelf as the 

mantle. 

 

The homeowner wanted 

unobstructed water views and 

opted for only one set of upper 

cabinets in the kitchen. The white 

oak cabinets custom made by J. G. 

Ferro of Stratford and the white Krion 

counters result in the crisp, clean look 

the homeowners sought. When the 

sun gets too strong, a simple press 

of a button rolls down the Lutron 

shades to shield the kitchen area 

from the bright light.

 

Around the corner is a huge 

mudroom  with a custom leather 

bench, the perfect spot for putting 

on shoes for a morning walk. Hidden 

cubbies on one side and drawers 

on the other provide plenty of 

storage space. Extra cabinets line 

the wall for spillover pantry items 

from the kitchen as well as a second 

refrigerator, microwave and sink. 
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You can’t leave this room without noticing the dog shower for the two 

household pets. 

 

Modern touches were added to the existing butler’s pantry including 

updated cabinetry, beverage drawers and large wine fridge. The dining 

room was also reconfigured and modernized with large windows that 

enhance the circular metal pendant over the dining room table. Up a half 

flight of stairs is the coziest office with desk and cubicles to stay organized. 

 

Low maintenance was a high priority to the homeowners. Amanda and 

her crew achieved this sought-after amenity without sacrificing the feel of 

the house. The design includes a zinc metal roof, solar panels that provide 

up to 75% of their electricity, pre-dipped exterior shingles that won’t need 

retouching for 10 years, 

minimal trim on the new 

windows and doors, 

laminated wood floors 

that don’t expand and 

contract as much as all 

wood slats, and efficient 

square LED lights. 

 

The homeowner 

thoroughly enjoyed 

working with Amanda 

who has quite a 

knack for space 

and relationships. 

She received two 

Connecticut Cottages 

& Gardens IDA awards 

for 2017…one in design 

and one for architecture. 

After touring this home, 

you’ll know why.   

Photos by Michael 

Biondo Photography
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Love your insurance.
Imagine an insurance company that’s owned by members and driven by 
a purpose of doing what’s right for them. One that makes its members 
smarter about risk, helps them reduce their chances of experiencing a 
claim, and makes them more resilient so that if a claim does happen, they 
can recover faster and with greater ease. That’s PURE. And it’s why our 
members love their insurance.

IF YOUR HOME IS INSURED FOR $1M OR MORE: Contact Tripp Freeman 
of Carlson & Carlson, a PURE-appointed independent broker, at 
freeman@carlsonandcarlson.com or 203.637.7575 x103 to learn more.

h i g h  v a l u e  h o m e o w n e r s
a u t o m o b i l e
w a t e r c r a f t
j e w e l r y ,  a r t  &  c o l l e c t i o n s
p e r s o n a l  e x c e s s  l i a b i l i t y
f l o o d
f r a u d  &  c y b e r

PURE® refers to Privilege Underwriters Reciprocal Exchange, a Florida-domiciled reciprocal 
insurer. PURE Risk Management, LLC, a for profit entity, (PRM) serves as PURE’s Attorney-In-
Fact. PURE membership requires Subscriber’s Agreement. Coverage is subject to terms and 
conditions & may not be available in all jurisdictions. Copyright © 2018 PURE Risk Management, 
LLC. All Rights Reserved. PURE HNW Insurance Services, CA Lic. 0I78980.

®
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fun for all seasons

This 2007 family home was recently transformed into a sports complex 

for all seasons. The dream began with the vision of a back-yard ice rink. 

Then the idea to transform this ice rink in the off season into a sports court. 

Then came the viewing structure, the locker room/mudroom, extra garage 

space, and finally, a pool house. For all of this, the family enlisted the help 

of lead architect Louise Brooks and project manager Chuck Willette of the 

architectural firm of Brooks & Falotico Associates, Tori Legge of Stirling Mills 

Interior Design, and Bob Calve of Fox Hill Builders. Karen Hughan from Good 

Gardens in town has done all of the family’s landscape design. Together, 

the team created a modern new space for family living and play. 

As you approach the new entrance to the home, striking art work 

chosen by Tori and sourced from Heather Gaudio Fine Art makes a bold 

statement through the large windows.    Inside, be sure to peek at the 

fabulous new laundry room which transitions the main house (designed 

by Lance Zimmerman Architecture) to the new structure. Two washers 

and dryers ensure three athletic boys can get to the fields clean. The 

porcelain basketweave tile floor combines a faux-metal with faux-wood to 

seamlessly transition from the more 

traditional main house to the more 

modern new structure. Rounded 

stones were used on the wall in the 

entry area again to mimic the main 

house’s design and transition the two 

spaces. Now on to the fun house …  

In the winter months, hockey rules. 

The hockey rink is complete with 

professional chilling system, glycol 

pipes running through a concrete 

slab, boards, lights and even a mini-

Zamboni is onsite to keep the ice in 

perfect shape. To keep the sports 

gear organized, a locker room was 

created and houses a Sparx skate 

sharpener, rubber floor, boot and 

glove warmer, rollout glass hockey 

stick holder, a custom vinyl bench 

with acrylic feet for putting on 

skates and a water fountain for 

refilling bottles. The full bath has 

white ceramic subway tile with 

black grout and a black metal 

shower door, a theme throughout 

the new addition. 

Once spring rolls around, the ice 

is melted and the rink changes to 

a sports court (tiles are laid down 

on top of the glycol concrete pad) 

for basketball, tennis and even a 

pitching machine to practice your 

baseball swing. As the rink changes, 

the equipment in the locker room is 

switched out.

Up the half set of stairs is the jaw-

dropping “viewing room,” with 

design inspired by family trips to 

Montana. Think cerused oak, white-

washed fur wood vaulted ceiling, 

industrial metal details, cowhide 

rugs and everything oversized. A 

huge metal and glass bi-fold door 

lifts to reveal a heated bench and 

fire pit perched above the outdoor rink/sport court. Once lifted, the indoor 

space transitions seamlessly to the outside. And the door also serves as a 

roof to cover the outdoor portion of the viewing area.   The viewing space 

includes TV, fireplace and an Italian leather-wrapped bar with metal-front 

cabinetry that includes refrigerator and ice maker drawers. The practical 

ultra-suede sofas sit below two large, modern light fixtures by Roll & Hill. Huge 

artwork by Leah Durner brings color into the room.   

  Up another half set of stairs (yes, these half-sets of stairs are intentionally 

designed to give tiered viewing) is a game space outfitted with another TV, 

fireplace, golf simulator, ping pong table and custom made billiard table 
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by Blatt.  Glass railings were utilized to enhance the views of the sports area. 

The walls of the half bath with cement trough sink are brightened by the Ella 

Tiese mural wallpaper. There are so many more details worth mentioning, as 

the designers, Legge and Brooks, thought carefully through each element 

— every material, color, etc. Look carefully!   

Cross the patio of the main house and enjoy a moment amongst the new 

fabulous outdoor furniture by LA designer James Perse, known for his clothing 

lines but now broadening his designs. On the other side of the lawn, the pool 

and pool house are complete with bocce ball court, outdoor kitchen, TV, 

shower and hot tub. Inside is a gas 

fireplace, laundry room, full bath and 

window to the outdoor bar. A Solar 

Innovations moving glass wall brings 

the outdoors in. Spring, Summer, Fall 

and Winter…this is truly a fun home 

for the sports nut in all seasons. 

Photos by Jennifer Holt
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edgy in tokeneke 

This Tokeneke home built in the early 1950’s looks nothing like it did at 

the time thanks to the vision of its current owners who undertook three 

renovations. With the help of designer Kaitlin Kniffen, this home was 

transformed over five years from partially renovated ranch to family-

friendly, gorgeous and edgy two-story home for five people…plus two 

dogs, chickens and three bee hives!  

The family moved to Darien from New York’s West Village where they 

enjoyed the open feel of their loft space. They hesitantly moved to the 

‘burbs and embarked on a plan to 

create an urban feeling suburban 

home. Designer Kaitlin Kniffen 

understood their vision and got to 

work.   

The first and most major renovation 

consisted of moving bedrooms 

upstairs, opening up small bedrooms 

downstairs to create a high NYC 

loft-like main living area, and 

creating a proper foyer and front 

door (there wasn’t one!). The new 

entry is graciously adorned with a 

vibrant French de Gournay papier 

peint on one wall and coordinating 

Farrow & Ball Ballroom Blue paint 

on the others. Plus, they created 

a large screen porch complete 

with fireplace that hangs over the 

gardens…almost like a tree house.  

The second renovation transformed 

the dated kitchen in the back of the 

house into a huge open space for 

cooking and entertaining the many 

family members who live in town. 

The dramatic teal banquette was 

specifically designed with 13 first 

cousins in mind! Reclaimed wood beams and split cut quartz across one 

wall both bring a warmth to the large open space.  

 

Finally, the third renovation resulted in a library, also known as the 

“snuggery,” named after Sara Delano Roosevelt’s parlor in Hyde Park. The 

design was inspired by a stay at The Ham Yard Hotel in London—which has 

a Kit Kemp designed library full of warm colors and whimsical fabrics.  

 

Lucky for the owners, their sister-in-law was a trained interior designer who 

spent years working for New York designers Charlotte Moss and David 

Easton—they admired her talent and knew they could work well together.  

Together, they sought to create a home that was comfortable for family 

and pets, yet suitable for entertainment. Kaitlin encouraged them to 

refrain from too modern for fear that they would tire of their decisions 

quickly. Instead, they went for a classic/modern mix and knocked it out of 

the park.

The owners chose an eclectic mix of pieces for the home that they loved 
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and Kaitlin made it all work together. They combined antique or vintage 

pieces from the Antique and Artisans Gallery in Stamford—tables, mirrors, 

and light fixtures, newer items in town at Couleur Provence, and even 

a piece of art from Rosie’s restaurant in New Canaan. No source was 

off limits—two fabulous gold papier mache light fixtures in the kitchen 

were found in a magazine and then tracked down from Mexico with 

determined diligence. They incorporated several very traditional pieces 

made by the owner’s grandfather, who was a French style furniture maker 

for Don Rousseau, including the gold mirror across from the stairs, the desk 

in the library, and the hutch in the kitchen.    

The owner admits to an obsession with lights. Take notice of the variety 

of light fixtures throughout the house. Not only antiques, but many new 

pieces from Urban Electric which customizes colors such as those found in 

the living room. Each light fixture is fabulous and distinctive. Viewers might 

also diagnose an obsession with artwork.  Interesting artwork is abound in 

this home, much of it quite affordable. The owners buy what they love.  

Notice also a love for bold color: the teal banquette in the kitchen, the 

Benjamin Moore Philipsburg Blue cabinets in the pantry, the orange sofa 

in the study and the eggplant drapes in the small TV room (note:  the TV is 

intentionally placed in a small room at the back of the house versus front 

and center).  This home is personal, filled with the owners’ distinct style that 

is carried out with confidence.  

Photos by Bob Grudezynski

NEW CANAAN, CT  MRDARCHITECT.COM   203 . 296 . 4669        
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 Elegant and Fresh New Colonial

Comfortable style meets chic design in this new home that looks like a 

classic colonial from the outside, but is far from traditional on the inside. 

Architect Lance Zimmerman designed the house in 2016 with a modern, 

open feel—with special attention to the finishing touches. They include 

hand-blown Juliska light fixtures, millwork galore, beautiful tile, white 

Vermont granite in the kitchen and subtle paint colors throughout. 

The new homeowners weren’t thinking of buying. They just wanted to 

renovate the kitchen and add a pantry in the Darien home they currently 

owned. To get ideas, they started looking at homes for sale and ran 

across this beauty. They fell in love with the open design of the kitchen 

and family room,  not to mention, the roomy pantry disguised behind 

a frosted glass door. Why renovate when they could have brand new? 

The square footage was the same and their two young daughters would 

have to share a Jack & Jill bathroom. But they gained so much more…

an upstairs playroom and a finished basement that they transformed into 

a recreation room with ping pong, foosball, game table, putting green, 

shuffle board, TV area and kids’ art studio.

The homeowners knew the light neutral canvas would allow them 

to showcase special art pieces, rugs and accessories they have 

collected throughout the years, many from their hometown of Atlanta. 

Recommended by good friends, they enlisted Interior Designer Julie 

Nightingale, ASID, who got to work repurposing, recovering and buying 

new. Her trained eye found the perfect place for the art collection. For 

instance, “Lemondrop,” by Robert Deyber and “Dress” by Todd Murphy 

are in her office, plush with a yummy bamboo silk rug made for bare 

feet. The office space has to be 

comfortable and organized for 

this NYC attorney who spends one 

day a week working from home. 

Julie says she loves working with 

the homeowners who are willing 

to take risks. Do geometrics and 

florals work together? In this 

home they do. The Cole & Sons 

wallpaper in the foyer that’s 

neutral yet wild makes the ideal 

backdrop for the bold artwork 

chosen.  The green patterned 

powder room wallpaper is also 

“edgy cool” while the bar area 

sports Twiggs wallpaper by John 

Roselli. An art deco look adorns 

the basement bathroom. Nothing 

is off limits for the homeowner/

designer pair.  

Metallic is a theme carried 

throughout the home, found in 

grass cloth wallpaper in the living 

room, Lillian August crochet pillows 

in the upstairs window seat, and 

mesh curtains in the dining room.  

Bright and light colors and lots of 

white are also dominant in the 

home. Julie’s mantra is if white is 
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used in a smart way, it won’t get dirty. Note the white leather kitchen bar 

stools, the breakfast room round wood table with white chairs and the 

sofa in the family room that was recovered in a white performance fabric 

(indoor/outdoor). The light, bright theme is carried out to the patio that 

overlooks the back yard.

The homeowner’s art collection 

continues on the second floor. “In 

Over My Head,” another piece by 

Robert Deyber greets you at the 

top of the stairs, and a huge metal 

sculptural piece fills a large nearby 

wall. On display above the master 

bedroom fireplace is a piece by 

local artist Charlotte Sabbagh. 

Underwater pictures of the girls 

captured by photographer Alix 

Martinez grace the walls of the 

daughers’ shared bath. 

To make moving more exciting, 

the two daughters got to choose 

colors for their rooms.  One picked 

green and the other red and Julie 

added pink to both to tie the rooms 

together. Pink is in the custom 

headboards. John Robshaw prints 

or the playful but sophisticated 

Madeline Weinrib rugs. The guest 

room has a mid-century vibe with 

low slung sofa, colorful rug and 

curtains.  

Great bones in this new home 

created the playground to combine 

neutral colors with edgy patterns 

and bold artwork, resulting in a home 

for all ages.

Photos by Jane Beiles
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richard meier masterpiece

“A Meier building is a sensuous experience before it is anything else. It is 

an exploration of solid and void and light and texture, and an essay on 

composition. Every Richard Meier building is visually compelling...they are 

deeply beautiful.” - Paul Goldberger, Vanity Fair Architecture Critic

Award-winning, renowned architect Richard Meier’s masterpiece, “The 

Smith House,” elegantly graces Darien’s coastline. Where architecture has 

been turned into art, this iconic home has stood the test of time, recently 

celebrating its 50th anniversary. The Smith House, his first residential project, 

catapulted Meier’s career when he was just 31 years old, and to many, 

was a defining moment for modern 

architecture in the 1960s-1970s.   

Part of Meier’s lure is his ability for 

mystery and intrigue. The home is 

hidden around a bend behind a 

cluster of evergreen trees. You’re not 

sure where you’re going, until out of 

nowhere, this fantastic spectacle in 

white is right in front of you. Possibly 

Meier’s most famous feature is the 

“Big Reveal.” Upon entering the 

home, the fireplace greets you. 

Not until you are pulled further into 

the living room do you get your 

first glimpse of the dramatic Long 

Island Sound views as it melts into 

the big blue sky. Take a moment 

to marvel at Meier’s ingenuity and 

let his intention sink in.  There has 

been considerable press on this 

home from the moment it was 

built until today. The press release 

announcing the Smith House’s 

50th anniversary best describes 

the significance of Meier’s work:

“The Smith House revolutionized 

residential design in the United 

States and around the world…The 

spatial organization of this house 

hinges on a separation between 

public and private areas. The 

private side of the house is at the 

entrance facing land, woods and 

road. A series of closed, cellular 

spaces, these private areas are 

organized through three levels 

behind an opaque facade, 

which is intermittently pierced 

with windows. The public spaces, 

where the family gathers and 

entertains, are to the rear of the 

house, overlooking the water. This 

public space consists of three 

levels nestled within a three-sided 

glass enclosure. From the outside, 

the ground and upper levels 

appear as solid slabs held fast in 
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the white mullions of the glass shell.  Most of Meier’s work is a study in white. 

In Meier’s words: “White is the most wonderful color because within it you 

can see all the colors of the rainbow. The whiteness of white is never just 

white; it is almost always transformed by light and that which is changing; 

the sky, the clouds, the sun and the moon.”  

The Smith House speaks to this point.  Meier has designed many  well-

known buildings including the Barcelona Museum of Contemporary Art in 

Spain; the Getty Center, a massive museum complex in Los Angeles; and 

the Hague City Hall in The Netherlands.

We are excited to feature interior design by Mark P. Finlay Interiors.  The 

design honors and highlights the home’s incredibly unique design and its 

equally fabulous landscape.    

Photos by Michael Biondo, Chuck Smith
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“From the first time we walked 
in the gallery, to evaluating their 

extraordinary inventory  
of options, and ultimately  

hanging the painting we selected  
in our home, they focused on 

making OUR vision come to life.”   
– Chip B.
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the mather homestead foundation

The Mather Homestead, located on the corner of Brookside Road and 

Stephen Mather Road, was built in 1778 by Deacon Joseph Mather (son 

of prominent Darien historical figure Moses Mather) and owned by the 

Mather family through seven generations.  

A notable example of late 18th century houses, this historic residence 

served as a safe house for neighbors to hide valuables from the British 

during the Revolutionary War. 

The Homestead eventually became the home of Stephen Tyng Mather, 

who is credited with starting the U.S. National Parks Service and serving 

as its first director from 1916 to 1929. 

When Mather became assistant 

to the Secretary of the Interior in 

1915, the U.S. owned only 14 parks 

and 18 national monuments, all 

administered by army officers or 

political appointees.  When Mather 

retired in 1929, he left a professionally 

administered, progressive National 

Park Service that included 20 parks and 32 national monuments. Mather 

laid a sound basis for the future enlargement and development of a 

national park movement in the U.S.

Stephen Tyng Mather’s daughter, Bertha Floy Mather McPherson, founded 

the Darien Historical Society in 1953 and served as the society’s first 

president.  The home was added to the National Register of Historic Places 

in 1964 and was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1966.  

Several years ago, two open fields at the corners of Stephen Mather 

Road and Brookside Road were conveyed to the Darien Land Trust to be 

maintained as open fields.  

In 2017 the home became a Darien Protected Town Landmark and was 

donated to the newly created Mather Homestead Foundation thanks 

to the generosity of the McPherson family.  The Mather Homestead 

Foundation, dedicated to the preservation of the Mather Homestead 

as a treasured historical place for education and enjoyment, is now 

maintaining this impeccably maintained historic residence as a museum.  

The Mather Homestead Foundation hopes to receive its financial support 

from gifts and grants from individuals, public charities, the Town of Darien 

and from fundraising events.  Visitors welcome by appointment.  Please 

contact info@matherhomestead.org.  More about the Mather Homestead 

at matherhomestead.org.

Photos by Abby Flanagan
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LIVE STYLE

“Drawing upon my background in interior design, renovation and construction... 
I thrive on the collaboration of getting a home ready for market,  

and the thrill of conceptualizing, searching for and finding a home 
that fits my clients needs and lifestyle.”

- Molly O’Brien Watkins, Realtor
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